
Inside This Issue  

Presidentõs Message 

 

Volume 21 Issue 1  

WINTER 2011 

Theta Phi Phlyer     

Presidentõs Message 1 

Fall 2010 Raquette Lake 
Weekend 

2 

In Memoriam 4 

TPSI Board 2009-2010 4 

  

Board of Directors 4 

Treasurerõs Report 5 

Family Trees 6-7 

2011 Winter Raquette 

Lake Weekend 

8 

Auction Results 11 

Marjorie Dey Carter Scholar-

ship 

11 

Dear Sisters, 

Every Fall Raquette Lake, my suit case gets heavier on the way up, and my 

memories run deeper on the way home. This Fall was no exception. We cele-

brated the days of William West Durant by dressing in period outfits and partici-

pating in a short history lesson provided by Toni Tiburzi and new Camp Hunt-

ington Director, Rob Rubendall. We were joined by actual historical characters 

(and there were quite a few ñcharactersò) from the 1890ôs, Native Americans in 

full dress, and some shady Adirondack trappers. The highlight of the evening, 

though, was a formal dinner orchestrated by Kelly DeRocker Davis,ô82. Kelly 

and her helpers prepared all day and served an absolutely delicious meal.  Bravo 

TV may have the Top Chef show, but we have Kelly! 

There are just a few changes to the Board this year. Jodi Schmeelk ô73 has been 

welcomed as a new member. Pat Sullivan ô69 has agreed to serve in the role of 

vice president, as I welcome the challenge of following her as your president.  

We appreciate the work Pat did as president, providing vision, stability, and an 

inclusive leadership style that made it easy for us to get things accomplished. I 

want to thank Karen Hegeman, scholarship coordinator; Nels Kerwick, Theta 

website coordinator, and Kim Mayer for her work with Fall Raquette Lake. 

So, as you start to thaw out from this snowy, cold winter, I hope this year brings 

joy to each of you. We know many sisters are again coping with health issues, 

and challenges with family and friends, as well. I would hope that the connection 

Theta Phi represents personally to each of us brings you a sense of comfort in 

knowing there are people out there who care. Please stay connected in the way 

you feel most comfortable, and draw on the positive energy that this unique 

group of women can offer you. I know I always return home from a Theta gath-

ering (whether having laughed or cried with laughter) with irreplaceable memo-

ries, and for that I am grateful to all of you. 

Theta love, and my best to you, 

Kathy Solano ó78 
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As Columbus Day weekend approached and the coolness of Fall enveloped the Adirondacks, 

the excitement of another Theta Phi gathering at Raquette Lake filled the air.  There was the 

obligatory meeting at the Tap Room and the hustle and bustle of transporting all the necessary 

items over to Huntington. We settled into our appropriate lodges and enjoyed each otherõs com-

pany at our Friday evening meal. We were on our best behavior as we met the new director at 

Huntington, Rob Rubendall.  

Saturday was a full day as Pat Quinn and her committee presented a memorial ceremony for our 

beloved George Fuge in the dining hall. Mugsy was there to witness the dedication of an area 

where pictures, and a plaque honoring George were hung. Flowers were available for us to 

place around the camp wherever we had a particular memory of George. Each of us was able to 

remember him in our own special way. Our work project (not quite as strenuous as our 

òcorduroy road experienceó) consisted of clearing the trails for ski season, and raking piles of 

leaves from the dock area.  The afternoon brought the silent auction to a close as sisters scram-

bled at the last minute to outbid each other for precious items. Sharon Kelly was able to fend off 

numerous contenders as she purchased photographs of some of our òflyingó sisters, and a Cort-

land Teddy was bought and delivered from all the 

Sisters to Sharon Rosenblum in the hospital.  

 As people retired to their lodges to get ready for 

dinner, master chef Kelly Davis and her sous chefs 

were hard at work preparing the meal of the cen-

tury. Yeséas predicted, Saturday night would be a 

formal dinner, hosted by William West Durant him-

self.  As his invited guests some of us chose to wear 

costumes of characters from the 1890õs.  As the din-

ner hour approached small groups of people could 

be spotted making their way down the paths of the 

Great Camp Pine Knot. Janeo, our photographer of 

the day, took pictures of guests as they arrived. 

There was William West Durant and his sister 

Heloise, Collis P Huntington, along with his 2 wives, 

step son Archer, and niece Claire. Then came artist 

Henri Matisse, Annie Oakley, Wyatt Earp, a female 

Philanthropist, a group of Trappers and even  a trio 

of authentic Native American Indians in full regalia. 

And that was just the beginning.  
 

Fall 2010 Raquette Lake Weekend Report 

Kathy Solano ô78, Bob Rubendall,  

Dr. Toni Tiburzi,  Tina Sevola ô84 
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Upon entering the dining room, 

guests were served hors dõoeuvres of 

stuffed mushrooms, caramelized sweet on-

ion tarts and brie en croute with raspberry 

preserve. As guests were seated at two long 

tables, set with wine (donated by Pat Sulli-

van) and fine china, a roasted squash and 

tart apple consume was served. It was to die 

for! Next was a mixed field green salad gar-

nished with a wedge of fresh pear wrapped 

with Prosciutto and tossed with champagne 

balsamic vinaigrette. Chicken Veronique, 

double cream roasted potatoes and green 

beans comprised the main course. Rob Beimer, cook at Camp Huntington, couldnõt help but join 

in the fun by preparing a delicious crème brulee for desert. It was the most incredible experi-

ence! Many thanks to Kelly and all her sous chefs and servers for all their hard work. Thanks 

also to Rob Rubendall for being such a great host as he jumped right in and played the part of 

none other than William West Durant! Once again weõve created an unforgettable memory! Af-

ter dinner in typical Theta Phi style more money was raised at the evening auction. It was the 

end of a truly incredible day!  

Sunday was a day for walks in the woods, 

kayaking, and pontoon boating, which 

has become a popular activity with the 

older groups (DORS). Some of the sisters 

were envisioning pontoon boat races, pa-

rades and all sorts of water craft activities 

for the future. After a relaxing Sunday we 

sat around the campfire and sang songs 

and laughed til out sides ached.  

Finally as Monday morning came, we 

packed up and loaded the barge. While 

sailing quietly on glassy water back to Antlersésomeone 

said òOnly 362 days til our next RL weekend!ó   Please join us, weõd love to see you! 

 Jodi Schmeelk ô73 

2010 Fall Raquette Lake  
 

 

Kelly De Rocker Davis ô82 

Mara Golden ô81,  Sue Klinger ô77, Tina  Sevola ô84 
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TPSI BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Kathy Solano, President, Term expires: 10/13 
(410) 740-7461 solleis@aol.com 
 
Pat Sullivan, Vice President, Term expires: 
10/12 
(802) 681-8921 pasull@gwu.edu 
 
Sue Knapp, Treasurer, Term expires: 10/13 
(315) 637-5534 nelsue@twcny.rr.com 
 
Karen Keegan, Corresponding Sec., Term ex-
pires: 10/11 
(804) 359 -1277 Keegank@ymcarichmond.org 
 
Barb Moenich LoPiccolo, Recording Sec., 
Term expires: 10/11 
(607) 334-8748 barb_lopiccolo@hotmail.com  

Carmen Casas, Term expires: 10/12 
(718) 745-3369 ccasas104@yahoo.com 
 
Colleen Fritze, Term expires: 10/11 
(978) 373-7439 collfritze@aol.com 
 
Jodi Schmeelk, Term expires 10/13 
(585) 281-9108 jschmeelk@Rochester.rr.com 

Michelle Widdel, Term expires: 10/12  
(585) 237-6799 mwiddel@aol.com 
 
Ellen ñNelsò Kerwick, Webmaster (as of Fall 
2010, no longer a board position) 
(315) 637-5534 nelsue@twcny.rr.com  or thet-
aweb@twcny.rr.com 

Many thanks to all who participated in the annual 

auctions at Raquette Lake. There were so many 

personal and highly creative items up for bid. 

Your contributions raised a total of $1977 for the 

combined silent and live auctions. This money 

will be used for our annual operating fund and is 

always appreciated. 

And, even though Michelle outbid me for the 

walking stick and cool hat, a fun time was had by 

all. My strategy to outbid her next year is for her 

to run the auction (she has already agreed to it!)  

Thanks to all the sisters who generously contrib-

uted items for bid, and to those who bid on those 

lovely items. Special thanks to Eileen, Barb, and 

Sharon for your on site help. 

-Kathy Solano ó78 

Raquette Lake Auction  Results  

In Memoriam 
 

Cathy Reese, sister  of Ellen Potrikus 

Barber ó71, died on January 4, 2011 af-

ter a lengthy battle with ovarian cancer.  

mailto:solleis@aol.com
mailto:pasull@gwu.edu
mailto:nelsue@twcny.rr.com
mailto:Keegank@ymcarichmond.org
mailto:barb_lopiccolo@hotmail.com
mailto:ccasas104@yahoo.com
mailto:collfritze@aol.com
mailto:jschmeelk@Rochester.rr.com
mailto:mwiddel@aol.com
mailto:nelsue@twcny.rr.com
mailto:thetaweb@twcny.rr.com?subject=from%20theta%20phi%20alpha%20web
mailto:thetaweb@twcny.rr.com?subject=from%20theta%20phi%20alpha%20web
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Treasurer's Report 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð January, 2011      Submitted by Sue Knapp  

 

Checking Account Beginning Balance 10/9/2010:      $16,303.32 

Checking Account Balance as of 1/1/2011:        $16,066.39 

 

Record of Expenditures Since 10/09/2010 (Beginning of 2011 Fiscal Year)  

10/9/2010  Karen Keegan (reimbursement for newsletter expenses)   $   155.19 

10/12/2010  Ellen Kerwick (reimbursement for website renewal expenses)  $     71.60 

11/4/2010  Kelly Davis (reimbursement for RL weekend dinner event)   $   124.14 

11/4/2010  Auxiliary Svcs Corp (payment for Fall RL weekend)    $ 4,549.93 

 

Record of Deposits Since 10/09/2010  

10/13/2010  Raffle Proceeds from 2010 Fall RL Weekend     $    630.00 

10/13/2010  Auction Proceeds from 2010 Fall RL Weekend     $ 1,977.00 

10/13/2010  Coffee Service Proceeds from 2009 Fall RL Weekend   $      79.00 

10/13/2010  Room and board fees collected @ Fall RL Weekend    $ 1,627.00 

Total Deposits to Date (9/1/2010)      $ 4,313.00 

 

Status of George Fuge Fund  (funds raised by individual sisters and friends in 2008/2009  

Per George Fugeõs request, funds remaining upon Georgeõs passing were to be expended 

converting his many years of filmed recordings of Camp Huntington activities and Staffhouse 

TPSI Project.  Any funds remaining when these projects are completed will be donated to the 

Cortland Foundation TPSI Project Fund  

 

Total Funds Collected           $ 5,121.00 

Total Expended for support to George and Mugsy       $ 2,344.52 

Total Expended to date for Georgeõs Film Conversion to Digital Archives  $    150.00 

Total Expended for cushions for staff house wicker furniture     $ 1,158.42 

Total Remaining (to date)          $ 1,468.06 

 

Anticipated  Staff House Curtains and Carpets  



 

 

 

   

 

 

 Theta Phi Alpha Family Trees  

 

There's a long, long line of Thetas and we would like to document and connect as many family trees as possible. It would also  

be nice to add to our history if we knew when the tradition of mothers and daughters started. Does anyone remember or know 

that bit of Theta Phi history? The Board approved this project and Gail Webster ( gwebster889@yahoo.com ) is collecting the 

information supplied by our sisters. The following list is added to each time a group of sisters get together. Please review the 

lists and 1) make corrections and/or additions to the existing lists, 2) send in more names of grandmothers, mothers, daugh-

ters, granddaughters, etc., and 3) add the graduation years if you know them. You do not need to work on your family tree 

only . If you know others, please send them to Gail via e -mail or US mail (2480 Page Green Road, Cortland, NY 13045 until mid 

October and 889 Buck Swamp Road, Brunswick, GA 31523 after that.  You can also respond to the newsletter email and Nels 

will forward to Gail.  

Carol òMavisó Davis ô66  Roseanne Mazzacone '69   Kathy Tuttan ô81  

Alice Minneman     Diane òDGó Gill '70   Kelly De Rocker Davis ô82 

Pat Sullivan '69    Gail Webster '72    Marlene Nolan ô83 

Bobbi Collins Wilkerson '69   Sharon Larison 

Barbara Hemink '72    Rhonda Woodward   Fran Drabick  

Mary Anne Biagetti    Mary Rock    Barb Brown 

 

Chris Morin '72     Diana Ketsules   Kathy Graf 

Jeri Goldrich '74     Sue Berthold   Jane Schmidt Piduch ô75 

Sue Huck    Nancy Gammons Troup '72  

Deb Bender Spiak '76    Joyce Heflin '73   Margie Mattachiero Capueno ô74 

     Barb Delansky ô78  Sharon Sawler 

 

Nancy Hibbard  

Jane Kindlinger Abrams '71   Gail Woyke  

Mary (Kathy) Krenzer '73    Ann Graziadei '71  

Sue Zawacki '74    Debbie òScooteró Hammond '73 

 

Arlene Mack '70     Lynn Wheeler '71  

Ellie Grossman '72    Denise Silvester '72  

 

Mary Lee '70    Lori Bernat '72 

Rosanne Manuel '70   Sherry Ryder '74  

Kris Terrillion '72     Andy Porzio  

Teri Tiso '74    Eileen Rich '75 

Bette Schneider ô77   Sandy Beach 

Colleen Fritze '77     Joanne Poppenberg ô77 

Kathy Solano ô78   Jane Harper ô78 

Maria Macarle ô80   Michele Widdel ô78 

 

Beth Howlett (Gumby)õ75   Kathy Vangeli  

Lindy Vangeli     Teri Van Garder  
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Alic e Shander      Sue Lauder ô75 

Sandy Osborne      Barb Ryan ô78 

Barb Moenich Lopiccolo '69    Mara Golden ô81 

Hilary Himpler '71 and Joan Johnson ô71   Marcia O'Donnell ô80 

Jodi Schmeelk '73 

       Kathy Burnside ô73 

Joan Johnson '71      Ginger Kuck ô75 

Kathy Kelkenberg '72     Marguerite Higgins  

 

Linda OõNeill      Deb Intorcia  

Kim Mayer ô82                                Debbie Griebner  

Mary Murphy   

       Ellen Potrikus Barber ô71 

Sandy Weeden ô67     Pat Quinn ô72 

Sharon Short '68      Pat Grote 

Sharon Stewart '70     Lou Getman ô74 

Missy Larzelere '73      

       Helen ? 

Penny Staffield      Sue Roemer Doran ô71 

Diane Bonenfant ô75     Karen Hegeman ô71 

Sue Grappotte õ78 and Pat Dandero   Carole Roman ô73 

Carmen Casas '78     Kathy Pawelko ô74 

Cathy Caldwell ô80     Mary Grace Lazzaro 

       Linda Getman ô74 

       Mary Wisniewski  

Judy Berseorff ô62      

Barb Porter Wileyõ63     Julie Aegerter ô71 

Sharon Kelley '63      Geri Knortz ô74 

Sue Olmstead ô65      

       Nancy Baxter ô72 

Marianne Melillo õ70     Shirley Liddle ô72 

Karen Keegan '71      Sue Lauder ô75 

Anne Stetson '73      Paula Morabito 

Marylee Pangman '74      

Sue Knapp õ76 and Alice Senior ô75    Jan Wynn (Winnie) 

Karen Ulendorf õ75 and Kathy Feldman õ77   Laurel Morio  

Dominica Muccio õ76      

Sharon Yancey Broaddus õ78    Lynn Miszuack 

Anna Meyer õ80      Anne Marie Niciszewski 

Jean Jeffrey õ80      

Phyllis Danks õ81      Sharon Post ô74 

Denise Hernandez      Joanne Braun 
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Eleven Sisterôs made their way across the ice road to 

Camp Huntington on a beautiful winter day.  After 

settling into Hemlock, the group joined our usual 

weekend companions The St. Lawrence Environ-

mental Management Council (SLEMC) for dinner.  The 

annual Yankee Swap was held after dinner, followed 

by the first two competitive events.  The theme for 

the weekend was Win It in a Theta Phi Minute.  All 

but three of the weekend events were from the ac-

tual TV game show Minute To Win It (MTWI) which 

can be found on the NBC website.   YouTube also has 

many videos of MTWI games in action.  The first 

event was ñStack Attackò.  No one was able to com-

plete this one ï it has been noted that Dollar Store 

cups do not work well for this game!  ñThis Blowsò 

was next.  Swimming does improve lung capacity and 

this proved to be an advantage for Teri Tiso as she 

was able to complete this event in 27 seconds.  This 

was quickly duplicated by Pete of the SLEMC.  We all headed off to our respective living quarters tied at one event 

apiece.  

The following day was a pleasant one in the 20ôs with snow in the air most of the daylight hours.  Brunch was served 

mid -morning, followed by two more events.  We Skyped in Knapper from Florida so she could watch the frivolity.  

This was the first time EVER that Knapper was not physically present for Winter Raquette Lake.  She assured us this 

will not happened again!  ñA Bit Diceyò ended in another one-to -one tie.  Pat Sullivan and Tressa of SLEMC com-

pleted the event in 20 seconds.  Next up was ñFace The Cookieò.   Knapper was able to compete from afar in this 

event ï although she had to use a cracker instead of a cookie.  Again we tied an event ï this one two - to two with 

Pete and his son Pete of St. Lawrence completing the event in 6 and 15 seconds respectively.  Pat Sullivan recorded 

times of 17 and 34 seconds.  Most everyone took advantage and snow -shoed or cross country skied on the trails to 

St Williams, Camp Marion and Silver Beach until late afternoon.  Two outdoor events took place prior to dinner.  

ñBarbie Launch was won by the TPSI team of Pat Sullivan and Linda Harjung.  The team event, ñBucket Ballò was 

won by TPSI.  This gave TPSI a lead of 6 -4 heading into the final evening of events.  Saturday dinner was preceded 

by a relaxing Happy Hour in the dining hall.  Three more events rounded out the competition after dinner ï ñSwat 

Itò, ñGo The Distanceò and ñJunk in the Trunkò.  The TPSI team of Linda and Karen took the ñSwap Itò event in un-

der a minute.  Tressa of SLEMC was awesome at being the only one to complete ñGo The Distanceò.  ñJunk in the 

Trunkò provided loads of laughter but proved to be the easier of the weekend events.  Two members of each team 

completed the task in 20 seconds or less. Sunday was another beautiful day in the mountains.   Those up early 

enough took a pre -brunch ski in the woods.  Just prior to brunch the annual rutabaga slingshot event took place on 

the ice road ï however the grocery store was out of rutabagas so celeriac was used.  Rob, the Camp Huntington Di-

rector slung the longest vegetable ï not bad for the first time!  

After brunch the final tally was announced and TPSI kept the win streak intact beating the SLEMC nine to seven!!!  

The wall clock trophy will be permanently placed in the Hemlock dorm.  

Please think about joining us for next yearôs event.  You canôt beat the winter wonderland of the ADKôs.   All the 

sleeping quarters have plenty of heat, hot showers and modern plumbing J.  The biggest challenge is if you end up 

in a top bunk!  

SAVE THE DATE: TPSI Winter Raquette Lake February 17­­ - 19, 2012  

Winter Weekend February 11 -13, 2011 

               òKUó  Karen Ulendorf ô75 


